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SECTION A: Whitechapel, c1870–c1900: crime, policing and the inner city 

Answer Questions 1 and 2.

1 Describe two features of the way the Peabody Estate helped to improve housing in 
the Whitechapel area.

 Feature 1
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(Total for Question 1 = 4 marks)
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2 (a)  Study Sources A and B in the Sources Booklet.

  How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into the difficulties of policing the 
Whitechapel area, c1870–c1900?

  Explain your answer, using Sources A and B and your knowledge of the  
historical context.

(8)
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 (b)  Study Source A.

   How could you follow up Source A to find out more about the difficulties of 
policing the Whitechapel area, c1870–c1900?

  In your answer, you must give the question you would ask and the type of source 
you could use.

  Complete the table below.
 (4)

  

Detail in Source A that I would follow up:
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What type of source I could use:
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How this might help answer my question:
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(Total for Question 2 = 12 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 16 MARKS
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SECTION B: Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–present

Answer Questions 3 and 4. Then answer EITHER Question 5 OR Question 6.

3  Explain one way in which the role of local communities in law enforcement in the 
medieval period was similar to the role of local communities in law enforcement in 
the modern period.
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4 Explain why there were changes in the way that religion affected law enforcement in 
the years c1000–c1700.

(12)

 

 You may use the following in your answer:

 • trial by ordeal
 • accusations of witchcraft

 You must also use information of your own.
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 (Total for Question 4 = 12 marks)
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Answer EITHER Question 5 OR Question 6.

Spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology will be  
assessed in this question.

EITHER 

5 ‘The attitude of the authorities was the main reason for changes in the use of the 
death penalty in the period c1700–present.’ 

 How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 
(16)

 

 You may use the following in your answer:

 • public executions
 • Derek Bentley

 You must also use information of your own.

(Total for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology = 4 marks) 
(Total for Question 5 = 20 marks)

OR

6 ‘Specialisation has been the most significant development in the nature of police 
work in the years since the creation of the Metropolitan Police (1829).’

 How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 
(16)

 

 You may use the following in your answer:

 • Criminal Investigation Department (CID)
 • radios

 You must also use information of your own.

(Total for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology = 4 marks) 
(Total for Question 6 = 20 marks) 
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new answer with a cross .

Chosen question number:  Question 5  Question 6
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Sources for use with Section A.

Source A:  From a report in the East London Observer newspaper, June 1888. The 
newspaper published a weekly account of trials held in the local court.

Throwing stones at a Police Constable

John Canavan, aged 20, was charged with being drunk and disorderly and also 
assaulting a policeman.  On Sunday night, Canavan, who was drunk, was with some 
others and they were singing a rude song.

When the Police Constable tried to arrest Canavan for being drunk and disorderly, 
Canavan hit the Police Constable and pulled himself free from the constable’s grip. 
Canavan and seventeen others then proceeded to throw stones at the constable,  
who was on his own.  

The men ran away when another Police Constable arrived but Canavan was caught.

He was found guilty of all the charges and was sentenced to pay a fine of a week’s 
wages or do a month’s hard labour in prison.
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Source B:  A cartoon published in Punch magazine, 1888. The cartoon had a caption at 
the bottom giving details of the conversation between the two criminals in 
the drawing. The criminals agreed that the police were a ‘Fine body of men’ 
but they also agreed that, luckily for the two of them, there were very few 
policemen in Whitechapel.
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