
 

 

Paper 2 
specimen 
papers 

 
 
GCSE (9-1) History 

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in History (1HI0) 

 



Introduction 
These specimen papers have been produced to complement the accredited sample assessment 
materials for Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in History and are designed to provide 
extra practice for your students. The specimen papers are part of a suite of support materials 
offered by Pearson. 

The specimen papers do not form part of the accredited materials for this qualification. 

2



Centre Number Candidate Number

Write your name here
Surname Other names

Total Marks

Paper Reference

Turn over     

Pearson Edexcel  
GCSE (9–1)

Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  
 centre number and candidate number.
•   There are two sections in this question paper. Answer all questions from 

Section A and EITHER Question 4 OR Question 5 in Section B.
•  Answer the questions in the spaces provided  

– there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 64. 
•  The marks for each question are shown in brackets 

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
• Try to divide your time equally between each section of the question paper. 
• Check your answers if you have time at the end.

*S53520A0119*S53520A
©2016 Pearson Education Ltd.

1/1/1/1/1

You do not need any other materials.

Specimen assessment materials for first 
teaching September 2016
Time: 1 hour 45 minutes 

1HI0/21

History
Paper 2: Period study and British depth study
Option 21:  Spain and the ‘New World’, c1490–c1555 

and Tudor depth options 
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*S53519A0219*

SECTION A: Spain and the ‘New World’, c1490–c1555

Answer ALL Questions in this section.

1 Explain two consequences of the Spanish invasion of Mexico.

Consequence 1:

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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[The live question paper will contain four more answer lines.]

(Total for Question 1 = 8 marks)
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*S53519A0319* Turn over   

2 Write a narrative account analysing the Spanish conquest of Peru in the years 1528–48.

You may use the following in your answer:

• role of Pizarro
• siege of Cuzco (1536–37)

You must also use information of your own.
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[The live question paper will contain one more page of answer lines.]

(Total for Question 2 = 8 marks)

26



*S53519A0419*

3 Explain two of the following:

• The importance of Spanish exploration for Spain’s foreign ambitions.
(8)

• The importance of the Treaty of Tordesillas (1494) for relations between Spain
and Portugal.

(8)

•  The importance of goods from the New World for Spain’s economy.
(8)

(Total for Question 3 = 16 marks)
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*S53519A0519* Turn over   

Indicate your FIRST choice on this page.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

The importance of Spanish exploration for Spain’s foreign ambitions.

The importance of the Treaty of Tordesillas (1494) for relations between Spain 
and Portugal.

The importance of goods from the New World for Spain’s economy.
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[The live question paper will contain one more page of answer lines.]
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Indicate your SECOND choice on this page.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

The importance of Spanish exploration for Spain’s foreign ambitions.

The importance of the Treaty of Tordesillas (1494) for relations between Spain 
and Portugal.

The importance of goods from the New World for Spain’s economy.
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[The live question paper will contain one more page of answer lines.]

(Total for Question 3 = 16 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 32 MARKS
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*S53519A0719* Turn over   

SECTION B: Tudor depth options

Answer EITHER Question 4 OR Question 5. 

EITHER

Option B3: Henry VIII and his ministers, 1509–40

Question 4 Page XX

OR

Option B4: Early Elizabethan England 1558–88

Question 5 Page XX
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*S53519A0819*

BLANK PAGE
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*S53519A0919* Turn over   

Option B3: Henry VIII and his ministers, 1509–40

If you answer Question 4 put a cross in the box  .

Answer Question 4(a), Question 4(b) and EITHER Question 4(c)(i) OR Question 4(c)(ii).

4 (a) Describe two features of the Treaty of London (1518).
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(b) Explain why Cromwell fell from power in 1540.
(12)

You may use the following in your answer:

• Anne of Cleves
• court factions

You must also use information of your own.
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[The live question paper will contain one more page of answer lines.]
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*S53519A01119* Turn over   

BLANK PAGE

PART (C) BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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*S53519A01219*

Answer EITHER Question 4 (c)(i) OR Question 4 (c)(ii).

EITHER

(c) (i) ‘Financial difficulties were the most significant problem faced by Henry in the 
years 1520–29.’

How far do you agree? Explain your answer.
(16)

You may use the following in your answer:

• the Amicable Grant
• Catherine of Aragon

You must also use information of your own.

OR

(ii) ‘Cromwell’s commissions of 1535 were the main reason why the dissolution of 
the monasteries took place.’

How far do you agree? Explain your answer.
(16)

You may use the following in your answer:

• the activities of monks and nuns
• monastic lands

You must also use information of your own.

35



*S53519A01319* Turn over   

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question: Question 4(c)(i)  Question 4(c)(ii) 
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[The live question paper will contain three more pages of answer lines.]

(Total for Question 4 = 32 marks)
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*S53519A01419*

BLANK PAGE

37



*S53519A01519* Turn over   

Option B4: Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88

If you answer Question 5 put a cross in the box  .

Answer Question 5(a), Question 5(b) and EITHER Question 5(c)(i) OR Question 5(c)(ii).

5 (a) Describe two features of Drake’s raid on Cadiz (1587).
(4)
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(b) Explain why there was an increase in poverty in early Elizabethan England.
(12)

You may use the following in your answer:

• inflation
• wool industry

You must also use information of your own.
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[The live question paper will contain one more page of answer lines.]
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*S53519A01719* Turn over   

BLANK PAGE

PART (C) BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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*S53519A01819*

Answer EITHER Question 5(c)(i) OR Question 5(c)(ii).

EITHER

(c) (i) ‘The Puritans presented the most serious challenge to the religious settlement 
in the years 1558–68.’

How far do you agree? Explain your answer.
(16)

You may use the following in your answer:

• Puritan demands
• Roman Catholic nobility

You must also use information of your own.

OR

(ii) ‘The main reason Mary, Queen of Scots was executed was because she was 
involved in the Babington Plot.’

How far do you agree? Explain your answer.
(16)

You may use the following in your answer:

• Walsingham
• Parliament

You must also use information of your own.

41
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question: Question 5(c)(i)  Question 5(c)(ii) 
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[The live question paper will contain three more pages of answer lines.]

(Total for Question 5 = 32 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 32 MARKS 
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 64 MARKS
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