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Text for Question 1 
 
 
Text A 
 
Transcription Key:  
(.) indicates a normal pause. 
Numbers within brackets indicate length of pause in seconds. 
/   / indicates a phonemic transcription. 
Words in capitals indicate an increase in volume. 
Other contextual information is in italics in square brackets. 
 

Dad: what sort of yoghurt do you want Leah 

Leah: (5.0) purple 

Dad: purple (1.0) Mia do you want a yoghurt 

Mia: yeah please 

Leah: purple or orange 

Mia:   yeah please (.) yes please (.) yes please (.) yes yes please 

Mum: what’s the matter 

Mia: it’s on my feet 

Mum: what’s on your feet (2.0) do you like walking on the grass Mia 

Mia: look 

Mum: yeah what is it 

Mia: it’s a /wɪbən/ 

Leah: and Mia’s having an orange one 

Dad:  do you want your yoghurt 

Mia: yeah 

Dad: can you hold the spoons for me Leah 

Leah:  [screaming] there’s something over here dad 

Dad: it’s a daddy long legs 

Leah: it’s a bee 

Mum: it’s NOT a bee [laughing] 

Leah:  it’s it’s a bee (.) it’s a /paɪdə/ 

Mum: it’s NOT a spider 

Dad: you going to take the lid Leah (2.0) [Mia throws the spoon on the floor] no Mia (.) 

oh Mia naughty 

Mia: no no no no mine [crying] 

Leah: she wants the /lɒgɜt/ back [Mia continues crying] 

Dad: okay (.) I’ve got you another spoon (.) go sit back down (.) sit back down please Leah  

(1.0) what’s your favourite yoghurt  

Mum:  what’s your favourite yoghurt Leah 

 [Mum goes back into the house] 

Leah: I got pink 

Dad: what’s pink (.) that’s not pink (.) what colour is it 
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Mia: no no no 

Leah: um (.) purple 

Dad: purple (.) that one’s purple (1.0) what colour’s this one 

Leah: um (.) /bwaʊn/ 

Dad:  brown [Leah laughs] do you think Mia likes yoghurt (2.0) do you like yoghurt Mia 

Leah: I like my brown 

Dad: [laughing] it’s not brown 

Leah: um it’s chocolate 

Dad: it’s not chocolate Leah (3.0) what colour is it 

Leah:  (5.0) pink 

Dad:  pink (2.0) what flavour is it then if it’s pink 

Leah: (5.0) /sɔbərɪ/ 

Dad: [Mia makes happy eating sounds] is that nice Mia 

Leah: it’s pink (.) I love pink 

Mia: [crying sounds] 

Dad: [in a cross tone] what is it [sounds of a train passing for 30 seconds] it’s just a  

train isn’t it 

Leah: that’s green 

Dad: are we just playing colours now 

Mia: [crying] it’s a bee 

Dad: fly gone 

Leah: there something over there (.) it’s a BIG one (4.0) fly 

Dad: daddy long legs won’t hurt you 

Leah: it’s very very BIG one 

Dad: how big is it 

Leah:  big 

Leah:  that big [stretches out hands to demonstrate the size] 

Dad: I don’t think it’s that big (.) bit smaller (3.0) [Leah uses hand gestures to show smaller 

size] 

 [Mia eats while dad and Leah talk. Mia makes noises between spoonfuls of yoghurt] 

Mia: /ja/ (.) /ja/ (.) /ja/ (.) oh dear (.) over there (3.0) [eats last spoonful of yoghurt]  

all gone 

Dad: that’s bigger [laughing] you keep getting bigger every time I say (2.0) [Leah  

brings her hands in] bit smaller (1.0) [Leah brings her hands in further] smaller still  

[Leah brings her hands in further] smaller still (.) almost there teeny tiny [Leah  

brings her hands in until they are touching] maybe bit bigger than that (3.0) now  

you’ve made a diamond 

Leah: [makes a triangle shape with her hands] what is it now 

Dad: it’s a triangle 

Leah: what’s under it      

Dad:  another triangle          

Leah: no it’s a heart (3.0) one two /fri/ four FIVE (1.0) it’s got FIVE legs 
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Text for Question 3 
 

 
Text E 

 
 

 
  

72. A Proposal of Marriage.
My dear Kiddie,
 I am sure you do not mind my putting that name because in the 
lovely walks we have been having during the long summer evenings I 
have somehow dropped into the habit of calling you by a name that I 
am sure no one else uses.
 It is just a year since we met–that evening at the dance at the British 
Legion Hall.  I shall never forget the date and it has been so fixed in 
my memory ever since that I want you very specially to receive this 
note on the exact anniversary.
 Can you remember some of the events of the wonderful year ?  I 
have mentioned the walks particularly because then I seemed most to 
have you all to myself–which I did not do at the dances or when we 
went to the cinema.  And even when you came out on the motor bike it 
was not the same because I had to do the driving, whilst you were in 
the side-car.
 Well, Kiddie dear, the first year is up to-morrow.  All through I have 
seemed to feel that I was somehow on trial, though I have always tried 
to be my natural self.  And I have wanted to be on trial, wanted to 
know how you weighed me up, wanted to know–yes, dear–wanted to 
know if you could learn to love me.
 Love, Kiddie, is what I really want most to write about.  I loved you 
from the very first moment I saw you a year ago to-morrow, and the 
love has gone on growing day by day, week by week, and month by 
month.  Do you love me, Kiddie dearest?  Do you love me enough to 
trust yourself to my keeping for always, to be my wife?  I call you 
Kiddie now–which no one else does.  Can I call you Wifie one 
day–which no one else could do?
 I have written simply because I feel I have not the courage to ask 
you outright–just in case you should turn me away as not being good 
enough.  Do please write back quickly, Kiddie, and say you’ll be my 
own sweet darling wife !
 Yours devotedly, 

Harry.

72a. Reply, Accepting.
My dearest Harry,
 I have read your sweet letter over and over again–and kissed it too !  
Of course I remember our first meeting a year ago to-day–just as

5

10

15

20

25

30

35



7 

 

IB/G/Jun16/ENGB3 Turn over ►
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

though I should forget it !–and our walks, and the dances, and the 
cinemas, and the motor-bike rides.  And I remember, too, the dearest 
old boy in the world and how day by day and week by week my 
interest in him grew until love itself was born.  Do you really think I 
shall make you happy, dearest ?  Do you really want to call me “Wifie” 
for ever and always ?
 I shan’t put here the word you want–but if you’ll call round and take 
me for a long, long walk this evening perhaps I’ll whisper it then–and 
let you kiss me afterwards !
 Good-bye, dearest Harry, and if I’m not a real help and a true mate to 
you it will not be for the want of trying.

Your loving Kiddie.

72b. Reply, Refusing.
My dear Harry,
 I am very glad you wrote to me because it has given me a little extra 
time in which to think over what has come to me both as a surprise and 
a shock.  Honestly, I have never once thought that you regarded me in 
the light of a future wife.  I have always seen in you a loyal and 
staunch comrade and pal, and have thoroughly enjoyed the hours we 
have spent together.  At the same time, I never for one moment 
imagined we were anything but friends.
 Frankly, Harry, I do not love you in the sense that a girl should love 
the boy she is going to marry.  I have never once thought of marriage 
and its responsibilities seriously.  To me, you and I have just been 
walking through life as very good friends, and I most certainly do 
admire your character and value every minute of your friendship–but 
not in the sense of our being linked by marriage.
 No man could pay a girl a greater compliment than you have done 
me, and I feel a perfect brute to refuse.  At the same time, Harry, it is 
far better for us both that I do refuse rather than that we should run our 
heads into a life together with complete happiness lacking.  Truly, I do 
not at present think I am the marrying sort, but I do want you to know 
how much I respect your sentiments and how deeply sorry I am to 
bring you disappointment.  All I hope is that you can forget the matter 
and that we may still remain the best of friends.
 Yours very sincerely,

Agnes.
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This biography of actor Benedict Cumberbatch accessed from a website 
cannot be reproduced here due to third-party copyright constraints. 
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