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Standards and Testing Agency – 2016 teacher assessment exemplification: end of key stage 1 English writing Page 2 of 12  

Updated version March 2016 
Updates reflect the information contained in Clarification: key stage 1 and 2 teacher 
assessment and moderation guidance, published on 8 March 2016, at www.gov.uk/sta.

If you are already familiar with this guidance, you do not need to re-read it but should refer 
to the updated sections below:

• use of the exemplification materials - new section

• note referring to the teacher assessment frameworks added on page 4 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/clarification-key-stage-1-and-2-teacher-assessment-and-moderation-guidance
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2016 teacher assessment exemplification: 
end of key stage 1 

End of key stage 1 (KS1) English writing teacher assessment (TA), using the interim TA 
frameworks, is statutory for 2016. 

This document is part of a suite of materials that exemplifies the national standards for KS1 
English writing TA. The full suite, including the interim teacher assessment framework, pupil 
scripts and annotated versions, can be found at https://www.gov.uk/STA.

Each collection exemplifies one pupil’s writing that meets the requirements for the 
statements within the interim teacher assessment framework for one of the following 
standards: 

• working towards the expected standard

• working at the expected standard

• working at greater depth within the expected standard.

Use of the exemplification materials 

• Schools must use the interim TA frameworks to reach their TA judgements.

• If teachers are confident in their judgements, they do not need to refer to the
exemplification materials. The exemplification materials are there to help teachers
make their judgements where they want additional guidance.

• Local authorities (LAs) may find it useful to refer to exemplification materials to
support external moderation visits.

Standards and Testing Agency – 2016 teacher assessment exemplification: end of key stage 1 English writing	 Page 3 of 12 

Each collection is available in annotated and unannotated versions. The annotated 
version demonstrates how the statements have been met across the collection of work.

Each collection consists of a sample of evidence (typically 6 pieces) drawn from a wider 
range of one pupil’s writing. Teachers will draw from a broader range of evidence when 
making their judgments.

The frequency of evidence for the statements may vary across individual pieces within a 
collection. The exemplification materials illustrate how the statements containing 
qualifiers ('some', 'many', 'most') may be applied to a particular collection of work.

https://www.gov.uk/STA
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Interim teacher assessment framework at the end of key stage 1 – writing 

Working towards the expected standard 

The pupil can write sentences that are sequenced to form a short narrative, after 
discussion with the teacher: 

• demarcating some sentences with capital letters and full stops

• segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes,
spelling some correctly

• spelling some common exception words*

• forming lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the
right place

• forming lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another in some of
the writing

• using spacing between words.

Working at the expected standard 

The pupil can write a narrative about their own and others’ experiences (real and 
fictional), after discussion with the teacher: 

• demarcating most sentences with capital letters and full stops and with some use
of question marks and exclamation marks

• using sentences with different forms in their writing (statements, questions,
exclamations and commands)

• using some expanded noun phrases to describe and specify

• using present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently

• using co-ordination (or/and/but) and some subordination (when/if/that/because)

• segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes,
spelling many correctly

• spelling many common exception words*

• spelling some words with contracted forms*

• adding suffixes to spell some words correctly in their writing,
e.g. –ment, -ness, -ful, -less, -ly*

• using the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters in some of their writing

• writing capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to
one another and to lower-case letters

• using spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.

Working at greater depth within the expected standard 

The pupil can write for different purposes, after discussion with the teacher: 

• using the full range of punctuation taught at key stage 1 mostly correctly

• spelling most common exception words*

• spelling most words with contracted forms*

• adding suffixes to spell most words correctly in their writing,
e.g. –ment, -ness, -ful, -less, -ly*

• using the diagonal strokes needed to join letters in most of their writing.

Standards and Testing Agency – 2016 teacher assessment exemplification: end of key stage 1 English writing Page 4 of 12 

Note: you must also refer to the 'Interim teacher assessment frameworks at the end of key stage 1' 
on GOV.UK as they have not been fully duplicated here.



STA-Ex2016-KS1-EW-Sam-NoAnn.indd   8 29/01/2016   07:47

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exemplification

Working at the expected standard: Sam 

A Letter 


B Narrative 


C Book review
 

D Information
 

E Narrative 


F Description
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Standards and Testing Agency – 2016 teacher assessment exemplification: end of key stage 1 English writing Page 5 of 12 
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Piece A: Letter 

During a class topic on endangered animals, pupils decided to adopt an animal from the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). 
After carrying out some research into their chosen animal, they wrote a persuasive letter to their headteacher 
requesting some money to fund the adoption, explaining why they wanted to save their particular animal and how 
the money would be used. 
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Standards and Testing Agency – 2016 teacher assessment exemplification: end of key stage 1 English writing Page 6 of 12 
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Piece B: Narrative 

As part of a topic on endangered animals, pupils read some ‘Just So’ stories and watched video clips of ‘Tinga Tinga 
Tales’. They then wrote their own version of a ‘Just So’ story, explaining how their chosen animal had come to be as it is. 
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Piece C: Book review 

After reading several stories by Julia Donaldson, pupils were asked to choose their particular favourite. They then 
read and explored some examples of successful book reviews before writing their own review, to encourage other 
children to read their chosen story. 
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Piece D: Information 

As part of a class topic on endangered animals, pupils researched an animal of their choice, using a range of sources 
including books and websites. Drawing on prior learning about information texts, pupils then planned and wrote 
about their chosen endangered animal. 
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Piece E: Narrative 

Following prior learning about using descriptive language, pupils watched a clip from the start of the Disney animation 
film, ‘Up’, as a stimulus for writing. Then, using the opening provided, they were given complete freedom to plan and 
write their own narrative. 
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Piece F: Description 

After watching a clip from one of ‘The Chronicles of Narnia’ films, pupils engaged in a class discussion about the 
White Witch, including her character, appearance, behaviour and personality. They then wrote a story opening that 
introduced the witch by describing her character. 
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For more copies 
Additional printed copies of this booklet are not available. It can be downloaded from 
www.gov.uk/government/publications 

© Crown copyright and Crown information 2016 

Re-use of Crown copyright and Crown information in this document. 
Subject to the exceptions listed below, the test materials on this website are Crown copyright or Crown 
information and you may re-use them (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium in 
accordance with the terms of the Open Government Licence v3.0 which can be found on the National Archives 
website and accessed via the following link: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence 
When you use this information under the Open Government Licence v3.0, you should include the following 
attribution: ‘Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0’ and 
where possible provide a link to the licence. 

If you have any queries regarding these exemplification materials contact the national curriculum assessments 
helpline on 0300 303 3013 or email assessments@education.gov.uk 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence
www.gov.uk/government/publications



