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Updated version March 2016 
Updates reflect the information contained in Clarification: key stage 1 and 2 teacher 
assessment and moderation guidance, published on 8 March 2016, at www.gov.uk/sta.

If you are already familiar with this guidance, you do not need to re-read it but should refer 
to the updated sections below:

• use of the exemplification materials - new section

• note referring to the Teacher Assessment frameworks added on page 4

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/clarification-key-stage-1-and-2-teacher-assessment-and-moderation-guidance
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2016 teacher assessment exemplification: 
end of key stage 2 

End of key stage 2 (KS2) writing teacher assessment (TA), using the interim TA frameworks, 
is statutory for 2016. 

This document is part of a suite of materials that exemplifies the national standards for 
KS2 writing TA. The full suite, including the interim TA framework, pupil scripts and 
annotated versions is available at https://www.gov.uk/STA. 

Each collection exemplifies one pupil’s writing that meets the requirements for the 
statements within the interim TA framework for one of the following standards: 

• working towards the expected standard

• working at the expected standard

• working at greater depth within the expected standard.

Use of the exemplification materials 

• Schools must use the interim TA frameworks to reach their TA judgements.

• If teachers are confident in their judgements, they do not need to refer to the
exemplification materials. The exemplification materials are there to help
teachers make their judgements where they want additional guidance.

• Local authorities (LAs) may find it useful to refer to exemplification materials to
support external moderation visits.

Standards and Testing Agency – 2016 teacher assessment exemplification: key stage 2 – English writing	 Page 3 of 16 

Each collection is available in annotated and unannotated versions. The annotated 
version demonstrates how the statements have been met across the collection of work. 

Each collection consists of a sample of evidence (typically 6 pieces), drawn from a wider 
range of one pupil’s writing. Teachers will draw from a broader range of evidence when 
making their judgments.

The frequency of evidence for the statements may vary across individual pieces within a 
collection, e.g. evidence of a range of cohesive devices would be expected in every piece, 
whereas evidence of integration of dialogue to convey character and advance the action 
is unlikely to be appropriate in every piece (KS2 expected standard). The exemplification 
materials illustrate how the statements containing qualifiers (‘some’, ‘most’) may 
be applied to a particular collection of work. 

https://www.gov.uk/STA
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Interim teacher assessment framework at the end of key stage 2 – writing 

Working towards the expected standard 

The pupil can write for a range of purposes and audiences: 

• using paragraphs to organise ideas

• describing settings and characters

• using some cohesive devices* within and across sentences and paragraphs

• using different verb forms mostly accurately

• using co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions

• using capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, commas for lists
and apostrophes for contraction mostly correctly

• spelling most words correctly* (years 3 and 4)

• spelling some words correctly* (years 5 and 6)

• producing legible joined handwriting.

Working at the expected standard 

The pupil can write for a range of purposes and audiences (including writing a 
short story): 

• creating atmosphere, and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance
the action

• selecting vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect the level of formality
required mostly correctly

• using a range of cohesive devices*, including adverbials, within and across
sentences and paragraphs

• using passive and modal verbs mostly appropriately

• using a wide range of clause structures, sometimes varying their position within
the sentence

• using adverbs, preposition phrases and expanded noun phrases effectively to add
detail, qualification and precision

• using inverted commas, commas for clarity, and punctuation for parenthesis mostly
correctly, and making some correct use of semi-colons, dashes, colons and hyphens

• spelling most words correctly* (years 5 and 6)

• maintaining legibility, fluency and speed in handwriting through choosing whether
or not to join specific letters.

Working at greater depth within the expected standard 

The pupil can write for a range of purposes and audiences: 

• managing shifts between levels of formality through selecting vocabulary precisely
and by manipulating grammatical structures

• selecting verb forms for meaning and effect

• using the full range of punctuation taught at key stage 2, including colons and
semi-colons to mark the boundary between independent clauses, mostly correctly.

[No additional requirements for spelling or handwriting.] 

Standards and Testing Agency – 2016 teacher assessment exemplification: key stage 2 – English writing Page 4 of 16 

Note: you must also refer to the 'Interim teacher assessment frameworks at the end of key stage 2' 
on GOV.UK as they have not been fully duplicated here.
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Exemplification 

Working towards the expected standard: Alex 

A Short story
 

B Diary
 

C Newspaper report 


D Information
 

E Letter
 

F Promotional leaflet
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Standards and Testing Agency – 2016 teacher assessment exemplification: key stage 2 – English writing Page 5
of
16 
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Piece A: Short story 

Following a class study of ‘Romeo and Juliet’, pupils explored ‘The Whisperer’ by Nick Butterworth as a stimulus for 
their own writing. They then worked independently to plan and write their own individual adaptations. 
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Piece A continued 
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Piece B: Diary 

Following a class study of ‘Romeo and Juliet’, and some prior learning on diary writing, pupils chose to write a diary 
entry from the perspective of one of the characters, focusing on their feelings at a given point in the play.  
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Piece C: Newspaper report 

As part of a class study of ‘Romeo and Juliet’, pupils re-enacted the fight scene in Act 3, Scene 1, and interviewed 
witnesses through role play. Having previously learnt about the features of recounts and the language of news 
reporting, they then reported on the event in the style of a newspaper journalist. 
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Piece D: Information 

Having learnt about the features of non-chronological reports, pupils independently researched their chosen topic 
using print and web-based material, and made relevant notes in order to plan, organise and present their information. 
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Piece D continued 
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Piece E: Letter 

Pupils were provided with a stimulus in the form of a letter from the head teacher, stating that the local council 
had received some lottery funding and were keen to hear young people’s views about how it should be spent. 
Pupils explored persuasive language and formal letter writing techniques before drafting a letter to the local council, 
persuading councillors to agree to fund a new adventure park. 
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Piece E continued 
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Piece E continued 
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Piece F: Promotional leaflet 

As part of a unit on different types of non-fiction writing, pupils drew on first-hand experience, local knowledge and 
independent research to write a promotional piece, marketing their town to potential visitors. 
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For more copies 
Additional printed copies of this booklet are not available. It can be downloaded from 
www.gov.uk/government/publications 

© Crown copyright and Crown information 2016 

Re-use of Crown copyright and Crown information in this document. 
Subject to the exceptions listed below, the test materials on this website are Crown copyright or Crown 
information and you may re-use them (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium in 
accordance with the terms of the Open Government Licence v3.0 which can be found on the National Archives 
website and accessed via the following link: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence 
When you use this information under the Open Government Licence v3.0, you should include the following 
attribution: ‘Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0’ and 
where possible provide a link to the licence. 

If you have any queries regarding these exemplification materials contact the national curriculum assessments 
helpline on 0300 303 3013 or email assessments@education.gov.uk 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence
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